The truth about the transept in the garden!
Legend has it that once upon a time a great abbey
was built in Hyde in Winchester. And in that abbey
was buried a fabulous king by name ALFRED and
alongside him his son, another king EDWARD and
Alfred’s wife EALSWITH.
But time passed and, so the legend goes, the great abbey of
HYDE was first destroyed and then disappeared entirely.
The only possible evidence of its whereabouts were
buried deep under the ground located under roads and
pavements, fields and gardens.
Centuries passed and gradually the earth began to yield
up its secrets. Then expert archaeologists came along to

speculate on the exact lay-out and position of the ancient
abbey. But until someone actually dug down to find the
last remains of the abbey no-one could be sure.
That was why in Spring 2016 a team of determined and
adventurous local people led by HYDE900 and their good
friends at WARG embarked on the perilous mission to
discover the TRUTH ABOUT THE TRANSEPT IN THE
GARDEN!
(A ‘transept’ is the crosspiece in a church where there are
extensions to north and south to form the shape of a cross)
This might look like an ordinary garden in King Alfred
Place, Hyde, but there’s more to it than meets the eye.

The red dot marks the spot. Researchers believe
that under this garden might rest the remains of
the south transept of the abbey church.

“Right, let’s get digging” The team called in an
expert who knew how to handle a spade.

Two local politicians arrive to lend a hand – and
are delighted at the chance to dig up some dirt.

But when the rain comes down you have to be
brave to carry on.

“I knew we’d come up with a stone or two!”
said the master mason to his son. It’s obviously
a family affair.

Ok, work is now going well. But the deeper the
hole, the higher the pile of spoil. What will we find?

“My heavens! Be careful not to fall in!” warns
the garden owner staring into the abyss. A hole
in the ground has never been more fascinating.

“Aye, aye! What have we got here then?” Just in
time a researcher digs deep and thinks he might
have struck gold.

Ok, it’s now getting serious. Bring in the heavy
gang to help.

SUCCESS “Yes, we’ve got it!” Yes, at last. Part
of the wall of the abbey’s transept is found –
and gives the best evidence ever of where the
south side of the abbey church lay.

All that remains is to document with detailed
notes everything that’s been found. The
discovery re-writes our understanding of the
positioning of the remains of Hyde Abbey.

And at the end of it all – tired but happy – the
members of HYDE900 and WARG sit down to
celebrate their success.

HYDE900 is a community based organisation which celebrates
and commemorates the history, architecture, community and
environment of Hyde, Winchester inspired by its location as the
final resting place of Alfred the Great.
For more go to www.hyde900.org.uk
WARG is the society for Winchester archaeology and local history,
which promotes the study of archaeology and local history in the
City of Winchester and the surrounding area.

