
Satellite image of the area of Hyde showing the outline of the abbey church based on the results 
of the 1995 – 99 digs (yellow) and the presumed outline of the abbey cloisters (also in yellow).
The outline in mauve represents the revised outline based on the results of the last three years 
Hyde Community Digs 
The trenches dug were 2017 (blue) and 2018 (red)

The main wall of the cloister building showing 
the line of reused voussoirs. It is  being 
revealed by house owner Chris Prior in the 
foreground, and Dr John Crook (in the yellow 
jacket),  aided by a one of the dig volunteers.

Trench supervisor Stuart Rippon briefs some 
young archaeologists

A tile fragment excavated at 15 King Alfred 
Terrace superimposed on the full pattern.  It 
is of a type known as “Rose Window” and  
would have been one of a set of four.

Fragment of cloak, possibly associated with 
the head (above), found in 14 King Alfred 
Terrace, and carved from Caen stone.

The miniature head (about the length of your 
thumb!)  found at 14 King Alfred Terrace

Examples of the Roman plaster (opus 
signinum)  some with lime wash remaining, 
with a total weight of 3 Kg found in the King 
Alfred Terrace trenches.
It would seem unlikely that this was 
transported to the site, and could indicate 
the existence of a Roman building prior to 
the construction of the abbey.

Fragment of half column found at 10 King 
Alfred Terrace, made from Travertine, a 
limestone largely found in Roman aqueducts, 
probably imported to England in Roman 
times.

A fragments of a capital found at 14 King 
Alfred terrace. The craftsmanship, style and 
size of the billet moulding (the curved row 
od dots) match that of one of the capitals 
from the abbey currently on display at St 
Bartholomew’s church, Hyde (below).


