
 As part of the 400th anniversary Shakespearean celebrations  
come and revel at what Germaine Greer describes as 

“The erotic poem that made Shakespeare famous”

A staged reading, accompanied 
by music, of the poem which 
made Shakespeare’s name – 
and was dedicated to the  
Earl of Southampton! 

Directed by Cecily O’Neill

Produced by HYDE900 and THE ENGLISH PROJECT 
With thanks to Hampshire County Council and Adam Architecture 

WinCHEStEr FEStivAl

SaTuRDaY 2ND aND SuNDaY 3RD JuLY 2016, 3.00Pm 
St lawrence’s in the Square, Winchester

tickets £10 Winchester Cathedral Box Office, the visitor Centre, the Close

01962 857276 | www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk | www.winchesterfestival.co.uk 
or at the venue on the day. 

by William Shakespeare 



 

a glorious celebration  
of mismatched love! 

Early in his career, when the london 
theatres were shut due to the plague, 
Shakespeare turned his hand to the 
writing of two long poems.

the first, vEnUS AnD ADOniS was 
inspired by a classical original by Ovid  
and proved to be enormously successful  
– it spread Shakespeare’s name far beyond 
london and was a big money spinner. 
Funny and tragic at the same time it  
disrupted the usual cliches and depicted 
the relationship as between a love-hungry 
older venus and a youthful Adonis.   

the poem was dedicated to the third  
Earl of Southampton, Henry Wriothesley, 
the grandson of thomas Wriothesley who 
was responsible for the demolition of  
Hyde Abbey and who had become a  
great landowner in Hampshire acquiring 
titchfield and Beaulieu abbeys as well as 
the lands of Hyde. So the poem has strong 
Hampshire connections.

to accompany our version 
there is a celebratory 
programme with the text of 
the performance and 
illustrations by local artist Kate 
Arnold. the programme is 
available for sale at the box 
office on performance days or 
via the HYDE900 website 
www.hyde900.org.uk

www.hyde900.org.uk            www.englishproject.org  

by William Shakespeare 

For more on HYDE900  
go to www.hyde900.org.uk

For more on The English Project  
go to www.englishproject.org
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William Shakespeare’s“Venus and Adonis was a huge bestseller.  
[In the 1590s, Shakespeare] was famous for 
that poem. It is written in the vernacular. 
That meant that women could read it, 
servants could read, the erotic poetry that 
had been the province of the scholars and 
gentlemen was suddenly being read by 
every housewife. She was supposed to  
have a copy of Venus and Adonis under  
her pillow.”  Germaine Greer – Hay Festival 2016


