
The Destruction of Hyde Abbey and The Dispersal of 
its Stones and Other Building Materials

Cottage adjoining Bedfield Lane 
in Headbourne Worthy
Medieval ashlar stone blocks, a 
whistle stone, corner shaft stone 
and shafts (end on) in a 17th 
century cottage wall

East facing end wall of  
Old Hyde House
Medieval ashlar stone blocks, 
whistle stone, corner shaft stone 
and shafts (end on), reused 
within William Bethell’s 16th  
century house

House wall of 4 Hyde 
Churchyard Path
Medieval ashlar stone blocks, 
pointed shaft and carved head 
on corbel

External boundary wall of  
Old Hyde House
Medieval ashlar stone blocks, 
whistle stone and shafts  
(end on)

External boundary wall  
opposite Hyde Gatehouse
Medieval ashlar stone blocks  
and a whistle stone (end on)

Tower of St Bartholomew’s 
Church, Hyde
Medieval ashlar stone blocks,  
one featuring weathered, 
triangular chequer decoration

Silverstream, Bedfield Lane in 
Headbourne Worthy
Medieval ashlar stone and 
finely carved jamb stone with 
roll-moulding in exposed 
chimney breast in a 17th or 
possibly 16th century timber 
framed cottage

Boundary wall of car park  
at Old Hyde House 
Medieval ashlar stone blocks, 
one featuring triangular 
chequer decoration, reused 
within William Bethell’s 16th  
century house

Wall near Hyde Gatehouse
Medieval ashlar and carved  
pier piece

Wall in Victoria Gate
Medieval mullion from a  
blind tracery panel

External wall of north aisle,  
St Bartholomew’s church, 
Hyde
Stiff-leaf Crockets and a  
Finial stone

Boundary wall of  
Old Hyde House
Early English vaulting rib,  
late to mid-12th century
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Although religious reform was the 
overt context for the dissolution of 
the monasteries, there was also a 
strong financial motivation. King 
Henry VIII’s government was in 
urgent need of funds and the king’s 
friends and henchmen were keen to 
secure windfall fortunes from the 
pillaging of the monasteries’ wealth.

In the case of Hyde Abbey it was 
Thomas Wriothesley (who features 
prominently in the award winning 
novel ‘Bring up the Bodies’ by Hilary 
Mantel) who was awarded the lease 
to the abbey and its possessions by 
the king. As the lease stated:

‘The stone, tymber, slates, iron and glasse 
remaining within and upon the Church 
cloister, chapter house, dormytery, 
the Convent Hall, with the lodgings 
adjoining and the Gatehouse, deemed by 
the king’s Comyssioners to be superfluous 
houses, to be rased and taken to thuse of 
the kinge his majesytie.’

This gave the green light to the 
demolition, sale and reuse of Hyde 
Abbey stones both within the 
immediate area and elsewhere in 

Winchester and the surrounding 
area. Some fifty yeas later William 
Shakespeare was to dedicate his 
narrative poem ‘Venus and Adonis’ 
to Wriothesley’s grandson the 
Third Earl of Southampton who, 
it is suspected by some, helped to 
support Shakespeare financially at 
the start of his career.

There are many examples of reused 
stones from the Abbey in the area. 
Interestingly, the only ones we can 
be certain about have been found in 
the area of Hyde and Headbourne 
Worthy. As stated elsewhere, this 
may be due to the ownership of the 
manor of Worthy Pauncefoot (or 
Paunceforte, part of Headbourne 
Worthy) by Hyde Abbey during the 
period the Abbey flourished.

While some of the stones in the 
photos (like the whistle stones) are 
located on private property, those in 
the walls around Hyde, other than 
those in Old Hyde House, are visible 
from public land. Again, can you 
find them, or even discover others? A 
hand-out is available for you to help 
you track them down.

Map showing the distribution of stones 
in Headbourne Worthy. 

Map showing the distribution of stones 
across Hyde. 


